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Session Outline 

•  VFA Program Overview 
•  Patient Eligibility 
•  Vaccine Ordering and Tracking 
• Materials and Resources 
• Questions 
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CA Vaccines for Adults (VFA) 
New program implemented in June 2016. 
 
VFA Program Goals and Objectives 
 To provide vaccines at no cost to eligible adults  

  Expand access to 317-funded vaccines to Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and Rural Health Centers (RHCs) in California  

 
 To integrate the standards for adult immunization practice into routine adult 

clinical care 
 ASSESS immunization status of all adult patients at every visit    
 Strongly RECOMMEND vaccines that adult patients need  
 ADMINISTER needed vaccines or REFER to a provider who can 

immunize  
 DOCUMENT vaccines received by your adult patients  
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VFA Program Participation 
Eligibility 

Federally Qualified Health Centers, FQHC Look-Alikes, and 
Rural Health Centers that can demonstrate:  
   Participation in the California Vaccines for Children 

Program (VFC);  
   Experience providing a safety net for uninsured and 

underinsured adults;  
   Participation in an Immunization Information System 

(e.g., California Immunization Registry – CAIR2) or use of 
an Electronic Health Record (EHR) system.  
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VFA Program enrollment 
• Year 1:  
Selected 457 clinical sites for enrollment: 
 - 440 sites that belong to 108 FQHCs and FQHC 
 lookalikes 
 - 17 RHC, Indian Health Services (IHS) or Tribal health 
 sites 
• Year 2: 
Enrolled 61 additional clinical sites from VFA participating health 
center organizations 

- Sites belong to 24 FQHC and lookalike organizations 
 

 
 

 

http://eziz.org/vfa-317/vfa-resources/
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Population eligibility to receive VFA vaccines 

• Eligible to receive 317-funded VFA vaccines 
Uninsured and underinsured adults, 19 years of age and older, served by 
the clinic.   

– Uninsured: A person without any health insurance coverage (public 
or private coverage).   

– Underinsured: A person who has health insurance, but the 
coverage does not include vaccines or a person whose insurance 
covers only selected vaccines.  
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Population eligibility to receive VFA vaccines 

• Not eligible to receive 317-funded VFA  vaccines 
Fully insured adults whose insurance covers the cost of vaccine, even if: 
   The insurance includes a high deductible or a co-pay; 
   A claim for the cost of the vaccine and its administration would be denied for    

payment by the insurance carrier because the plan’s deductible had not been 
met; 

   The insurance has cost-sharing; these individuals must pay out-of-pocket for 
immunizations. 

Notes:  
• Unlike the VFC Program, adults with full scope Medi-Cal are considered insured, 

and therefore not eligible to receive 317-funded VFA vaccines.  
• Seniors without Medicare Part D are considered underinsured, and therefore 

eligible to receive 317-funded VFA vaccines that would be covered under Part D.  
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Vaccines available  
through VFA 

Most ACIP-recommended adult 
vaccines are available through the 
program: 
 
• Hepatitis A vaccine 
• Hepatitis B vaccine 
• HPV vaccine 
• MMR vaccine 
• MCV4/MenACWY 
• Pneumococcal conjugate (PCV13) 

vaccine 
• Pneumococcal polysaccharide (PPSV23) 

vaccine 
• Tetanus, diphtheria, and acellular 

pertussis (Tdap) vaccine 
• Tetanus and diphtheria toxoids (Td) 
• Zoster 
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Vaccine Shipments 

Label vaccines received 
according to their funding 
source, and store them in 
the pre-designated 
shelf/area of the vaccine 
storage unit.  
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Key Elements in Storage and Handling 

Skilled  
and trained staff  

Written Routine 
and Emergency 

Vaccine 
Management Plans 

Appropriate 
vaccine storage 

units 

Accurate 
temperature 
monitoring 
equipment 

Proper 
temperature 

monitoring AND 
documentation 
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Program Resources 
bit.do/VFAresources 

http://bit.do/VFAresources
http://bit.do/VFAresources
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Program Resources 

Coming Soon 
to the VFC 

Store! 
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my317vaccines@cdph.ca.gov 
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