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Pertussis: An Ongoing Risk to Students 

• Also known as whooping cough
• Bacterial respiratory infection 
• Can last from weeks to months
• Very contagious! Easily spread at school 

or home by coughing and sneezing
• More cases reported in California during 

2010 than in any year since 1947



Pertussis Immunization 

• ‘DTaP’ – Childhood vaccine effective but 
protection wears off by adolescence

• ‘Tdap’ – Booster vaccine available in U.S. 
since 2005
‣ Recommended for all adolescents and adults 

since 2006

‣Many receive first dose around age 11 years 
during check-ups



Vaccine Alphabet Soup

‣ DTaP

• 7 years or older:

‣ Tdap

‣ (Td)

• Younger than 7:
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Fall 2010: AB 354 Signed into Law
2011-12 school year 

• All students in 7th through 12th grades 
needed proof of having met Tdap 
requirement before starting school.

‣ More than 3 million students affected by law

• Modified for 2011 only - an optional brief 
extension period granted

• Largest school immunization campaign in 
California history



AB 354: 2012-13 and Beyond
• Students needing proof of having met the 

Tdap requirement before starting school:

‣ Many haven’t had Tdap yet (but many have)
‣ About 500,000 students affected

• Applies to all public and private schools
‣ Exclusion if requirement not met

‣ All transferring from out-of-state or country 
into 8th through 12th grades

‣ All entering or advancing into 7th grade



AB 354: 2012-13 and Beyond

www.shotsforschool.org

As of March 2012 - no extension period • As of March 2012 - no extension period

• Students need to meet requirement 
by start of school
‣ Subject to legislative change

‣ Current laws linked to:

http://www.shotsforschool.org
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Immunization that Fulfills AB 354
• 1 dose pertussis vaccine (Tdap, DTaP)

• Given on or after the 7th birthday 

‣ Do not meet requirement:

• Tdap vaccine can be given if recently had 
Td vaccine or if pregnant

✓Td
✓History of pertussis disease
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Tdap Sticker (PM 286 S) 



Schools Apply Tdap Sticker to Blue Card 



School Staff Transcribing Records



One example: 
Transcribed directly from 
student’s immunization 
record (yellow card)

School Staff Transcribing Records
1 1 06 08
08 08 2001

X

Mary Smith12-1-2010Leanne Wiley



1 1 06 08
08 08 2001

Mary Smith12-1-2010
Leanne Wiley

X

School Staff Transcribing Records



Td or Tdap Given???



Clear 
documentation 

options for 
providers



California Immunization Registry (CAIR)
Prints Blue Card - No Sticker Needed!

• 100,000’s of students 
have Tdap doses 
recorded in CAIR

 Prints Blue Cards 
with Tdap data

 CAIR Help Desk:  
800-578-7889 or 
CAIRHelpDesk@cdph.ca.gov 
or www.cairweb.org  

mailto:CAIRHelpDesk@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:CAIRHelpDesk@cdph.ca.gov
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School Information Systems (SISs)

• Similar to CAIR, some SISs can print a 
formatted Blue Card with Tdap information

• Check with SIS vendors for details



Provider Documentation Option



Legal Exemptions

Medical Exemption...Rare!

• Documentation from licensed physician



Legal Exemptions
• Personal Beliefs Exemption

‣ Parent documents exemption 
for school

‣ Exemption not intended for 
convenience or procrastination



Susan Student
Joan Parent
619 Lake Shore Drive

09  14  1 994
(213)999-6666
L.A. 90071

9/2/201 1

Legal Exemptions



Consequences of Exemption

• Unimmunized students may be excluded 
from school for weeks after exposures to 
pertussis at school or community
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Planning and Implementing
Lessons Learned 

CDPH School Survey: What worked well to 
meet Tdap requirement?
• Start early

• Organization, teamwork, support from 
administration

• Use of CAIR, SISs, or clear provider records

• Persistence, hard work

• Frequent communications to families

• Materials at www.ShotsForSchool.org

http://www.ShotsForSchool.org
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Planning and Implementing
Tips from Other Schools 

• Working with local partners
‣ Vaccine providers

• Identifying vaccinators for students 
without regular medical care

‣ Health Department

‣ County Office of Education

‣ 6th Grade ‘feeder’ schools

‣ Others



Frequently Remind Families

Continue to alert parents and students:

• Bring your immunization record to school now!

• Get a record of the Tdap booster shot from 
your doctor

‣ Check in with your doctor 

• “Got Tdap yet?” - If you haven’t already, get 
your pertussis (Tdap) booster shot now.



How to Get the Word Out
• www.ShotsForSchool.org has messages and 

electronic banners for your school’s...

‣ Websites, emails, newsletters, ‘robo calls’ 

http://www.ShotsForSchool.org
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How to Get the Word Out

‣ Marquee or billboard

‣ PTA, other community partners

‣ Local media

‣ Student newspapers, newsletters, videos, 
posters, stickers, banners…

‣ Parent conferences, open houses, report cards, 
registration materials, other notices…



Collect Records

• Develop your record collection systems 
and begin collecting Tdap records as 
soon as possible. 

• Repeatedly instruct parents about how 
and when to submit Tdap records

‣ Summer vacation procedures?



Back-to-School Rush
• Reduce the number of students arriving on 

first day who haven’t met Tdap requirement: 
‣ Early, ongoing communications

✓ Remind families about benefits of 
immunization and risk of exclusion 

‣ Work with health departments to identify last 
minute local immunizers and direct students to 
them

‣ Consider use of incentive programs



• Additional staffing needed before school 
starts? 

• Continue record collection – modify systems 
as needed 

 Have unreviewed records arrived during summer? 

• Procedures for students who haven’t met 
requirement?

Back-to-School Rush



Fall Reporting

• Schools are required each fall to report a 
brief summary of the immunization and 
exemption status of their 7th grade students

www.ShotsForSchool.org
• Reporting and instructions are located at:  

www.ShotsForSchool.org

‣ Similar requirement for kindergartens
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Resources at www.ShotsForSchool.org
        www.shotsforschool.org/toolsforschools.html



Questions?
1. Check FAQs and other materials at 
www.ShotsForSchool.org

2. Contact your local health department - 
Get contacts at ShotsforSchool.org, “Tools 
for Schools” page

3. Email your questions and suggestions to  
TdapLaw@cdph.ca.gov  TdapLaw@cdph.ca.gov  

http://www.ShotsForSchool.org
http://www.ShotsForSchool.org
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Thank you!


