
 

How are health plans & provider groups 

implementing the new Tdap requirement? 

 

 

 



 

AB 354 Signed into Law 

• 2011-12 school year  

 

• All students entering or advancing into 
7th through 12th grades in California 
will need proof of a Tdap booster shot 
before starting school.  

 

• Applies to all public and private schools 



Data: British Columbia Centre for Disease Control 
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Year 

Incidence of Pertussis and Tdap 
Immunization Rates in British Columbia, 

1986-2010 

% of Grade 9 students receving Tdap

Rate of pertussis, all ages



 

AB 354 - Implications 

2011-12 school year in California 

• ~3 Million students in 7th-12th Grades 

 >> 5000 Schools 

 High schools new to vaccine requirements 

 

• ~53% @ 13-17 years had had Tdap by 2009  

 ~25% have received Td 

 <1.4 Million affected students not yet 
immunized with Tdap 

 

 



 

Tdap doses in CAIR, 10-18 years old: 

April 2011 



 

Tdap now!–No summer vacation for pertussis 
Summer and fall are peak seasons 
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Tdap now! – No summer vacation for pertussis 

 

• Send reminder and recall phone calls and notices NOW 
and repeatedly before school starts to patients who 
have not yet received a Tdap booster 

 including those who have received Td but not Tdap.  

 

• Immunize with Tdap NOW & at every opportunity 

 e.g., sports physicals & visits for mild illness or injury  

 Give other recommended immunizations and care 

 

• Order enough Tdap and other adolescent vaccines; 
ensure you have adequate refrigerator storage – for 
many clinics, multiple orders will be indicated 

https://web2.dhs.ca.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://dev.eziz.org/PDF/IMM-963_StoringVaccines-Refrig-only.pdf


 

HEDIS: Adolescent Immunization  

 
Adolescents who turn 13 during measurement year 

 

Percent of fully immunized 13 year olds with 1 dose 

• Tdap or Td 

• Meningococcal  Conjugate Vaccine 



 

Td or Tdap given??? 



 

More messages for providers 

• Provide clear and accurate documentation about Tdap 
immunization to your patients and their schools.  

 

• Be broadly aware of how local schools are processing Tdap 
documentation and prepare accordingly. 

 

• Publicity: emails, newsletters, websites 

 Sample materials posted on ShotsForSchool.org . 

 

• Prepare for the back-to-school rush for Tdap and 
documentation  

 Reduce by immunizing now, prepare for remainder 

 



 

Competing visions for 1st day of school 

“Got Tdap, ready for class.”    “What new Tdap law???” 


