
VFC Afternoon TEAch:

What’s New with Winter Respiratory Viruses?

Thursday, December 5, 2024

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm (PT)



Q&A

During today’s webinar, please click and 
open the Q&A icon to ask your questions so 

CDPH panelists and subject matter 
experts (SMEs) can respond.
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Housekeeping

Reminder to Attendees:

Today's session is being recorded. For this 
and previous Afternoon TEAch slides and 
webinar recordings go to the IZ Provider 
Webinars page on EZIZ.

To be added to the CDPH email 
messaging listserv for providers, please 
email your 
request to blanca.corona@cdph.ca.gov.

If you have post-webinar-related questions, 
please email diane.evans@cdph.ca.gov.
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https://eziz.org/provider-ed/webinars/
https://eziz.org/provider-ed/webinars/
mailto:blanca.corona@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:diane.evans@cdph.ca.gov


Webinar Objectives
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• Explain general respiratory vaccination 

reminders and ACIP updates and apply 

them to their immunization practice.

• Understand and complete the VFC 

recertification process for the upcoming 

program year on the myCAvax platform.

• Identify resources for immunizing against 

respiratory diseases this winter season 

and VFC Program recertification.



No. Item Speakers (CDPH) Time (PM)

1 Welcome Diane Evans 12:00 – 12:05

2 Respiratory updates for children and 

pregnant people
Louise McNitt, MD 12:05 – 12:20

3 Recertification process Christina Sapad 12:20 – 12:30

4 myCAvax recertification demo Christina Sapad 12:30 – 12:45

6 Resources Terisha Gamboa 12:45 - 12:50

7 Questions and Answers CDPH SMEs 12:50 – 1:00

Agenda: Thursday, December 5, 2024
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Respiratory Vaccination Updates
for Children and Pregnant People

Louise McNitt, MD



Respiratory Virus Season  - COVID, flu and RSV

Severe Viral Respiratory Illness Dashboard (CDC), Data as of 11/23/2024

• COVID-19, flu, and RSV 

disease peak during fall 

& winter months
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https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/illness-severity.html


CDPH Respiratory Virus Report

Respiratory Virus Report – Week 46
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx


Pertussis is returning to pre-pandemic levels

• Prior to COVID-19 pandemic, cases of pertussis increased every 2-3 years 

in CA 

• Pertussis appears to be rebounding to pre-pandemic “baseline” levels

• Greatest increases in the Bay Area, and Los Angeles and San Diego 

Counties

CDPH Pertussis Webpage (Surveillance Reports) – data as of October 30, 2024
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/pages/immunization/pertussis.aspx


Among children, those under 5 years 
of age have the highest rates of 
hospitalization for:

• Influenza, 

• COVID-19, and 

• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)

Why Vaccinate Kids?

Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET) | CDC
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https://www.cdc.gov/resp-net/dashboard/index.html


• Infants too young for vaccination are at greatest risk for life-threatening 
cases of pertussis, COVID-19, flu and RSV

• Immunizing pregnant persons prevents infant hospitalizations and deaths 

• Prenatal immunization is the most important tool for preventing morbidity 
and mortality for both mother and infant

Why Vaccinate During Pregnancy?

CDPH: Infographic on prenatal vaccines 

and antibody transfer to infant
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/Prenatal/PrenatalVaccinesInfographic.jpg
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/Prenatal/PrenatalVaccinesInfographic.jpg


Timing and Administration of Influenza,COVID-19,
and RSV Immunizations

Best Practices for Patient Care | Respiratory Illnesses | CDC
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https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/hcp/clinical-safety/index.html


• It is safe to give all recommended 
vaccines at the same time

• Consider using combination vaccine to 
reduce the number of injections

• Administration of Multiple Vaccine | CDC

Incorporate Respiratory Virus vaccines into the 
Pediatric Immunization Schedule

IMM-1547_6-monthVisit 11-8-24
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/administer-vaccines.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1547.pdf


• Tdap

• Early part of gestational weeks 27 to 36 of every pregnancy

• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)

• Current recommendation is for a single dose of RSV vaccine (Pfizer Abrysvo) at 32 – 36 
weeks gestation

• If unable to vaccinate mother, vaccinate infants <8 months old during first RSV season

• Vaccinate infants in subsequent pregnancies (additional doses of RSV vaccine for pregnant 
people are not recommended at this time)

• Flu

• Can be given during any trimester during flu season

• Ideally administer in September/October; can give earlier if in third trimester

• COVID-19

• Updated 2024 – 2025 COVID-19 vaccine if not up to date

Respiratory Vaccination During Pregnancy
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Prenatal Care and Routinely Recommended Vaccinations-February 21, 2024

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pregnancy/hcp-toolkit/downloads/prenatal-care-and-routinely-recommended-vaccinations-508.pdf


ACIP Updates



Topics:

• COVID-19 Vaccines (Vote) 

• RSV Immunizations: Maternal/Pediatric and Adult

• Influenza Vaccines (VFC Vote) 

• Pneumococcal Vaccines (Vote) 

• Meningococcal Vaccines (Vote, VFC Vote) 

• Immunization Schedules – Adult and Child/Adolescent Revisions (Vote) 

• Human Papillomavirus (HPV), Cytomegalovirus (CMV), Chikungunya, Mpox

 

ACIP Recent Meeting Recommendations | Slides | Past Meetings Information

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) Meeting: October 23 – 24, 2024
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https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/presentation-slides-october-23-24-2024.html
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/presentation-slides-october-23-24-2024.html
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/


• Adults 65 years and older should receive two doses of updated 2024 – 2025 
COVID-19 vaccine separated by 6 months.*

• Individuals 6 months and older who are moderately or severely immunocompromised 
should receive two doses of updated 2024 – 2025 COVID-19 vaccine separated by 
6 months.*

• Additional doses* (total of 3 or more) of 2024 – 2025 COVID-19 vaccine may be 

given to immunocompromised persons under shared clinical decision making.

Additional 2024 – 2025 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses 
Recommended for ≥65 years and Immunocompromised
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Clinical Guidance for COVID-19 Vaccination | CDC

*Minimum interval 2 months

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/shared-clinical-decision-making.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html


For everyone 65 years and older: 

• 2 doses of updated 2024 – 2025 

COVID-19 vaccine at 6-month interval*

• If unvaccinated and receiving Novavax: 2 dose 

initial series, followed by 3rd dose of any COVID-19 

vaccine 6 months* after 2nd dose.

*Minimum interval 2 months.

COVID-19 Vaccine 
Routine Schedule
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IMM-1396 COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Chart

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf


For immunocompromised 6 months 

and older:

• Initial COVID-19 vaccine series 

(mRNA: 3 doses, Novavax: 2 doses)

• At least 2 doses of 2024 – 2025 

COVID-19 vaccine at 6-month 

interval^* 

• Additional doses under shared clinical 

decision-making*

^One dose may be received as part of initial series. At least one 

dose should be received 6 months* after initial series.

*Minimum interval 2 months.

COVID-19 Vaccine: Immunocompromised
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IMM-1396 COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Chart

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf


• ACIP and CDC now recommend a pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) 
for all PCV-naive adults aged ≥50 years

• Lowers age-based recommendation from prior age (was ≥ 65 years)

• Risk-based recommendation for adults now 19 – 49 years (was 19 – 64 years)

• No preference among adult pneumococcal vaccine options: PCV21, PCV20, 
or PCV15 + PPSV23

• For patients who previously received pneumococcal doses (PCV13 or 
PPSV23), refer to CDC guidance.

Pneumococcal Vaccines
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CDC Pneumococcal Vaccination for Healthcare Providers  

https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/risk-indications.html
https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html


• ACIP and CDC now recommend MenB-4C (Bexsero®) be administered: 

• As a 2-dose series at 0 and 6 months for healthy adolescents and young adults aged 

16–23 years based on shared clinical decision-making for the prevention of serogroup B 

meningococcal disease

• As a 3-dose series at 0, 1–2, and 6 months when given to persons aged ≥10 years at 
increased risk for serogroup B meningococcal disease. 

• This updated recommendation aligns with Bexsero® FDA licensure and 

harmonizes with MenB-FHbp (Trumenba) recommendations.

• No recommendation to recall persons previously vaccinated with MenB-4C 
(Bexsero) at 0, ≥1 month. 

Meningococcal B Vaccines
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CDC Meningococcal Vaccination for Healthcare Providers 

https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/risk-indications.html
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines/bexsero
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/hcp/index.html


Recertification Process

Christina Sapad



• Annual recertification is a federal requirement to remain enrolled in the VFC 
Program and continue receiving federally-purchased vaccines. 

• Recertification is an online process, typically launched at the end of the calendar 
year. 

• Recertification allows enrolled providers to renew their participation in the VFC 
Program by: 

• Completing online training

• Updating their practice information 

• Updating patient profiles

• Agreeing to the Program's federal requirements for participation “Provider 
Agreement”

• Certifying adherence with all items listed in the “Provider Agreement Addendum” 

• The VFC Program will suspend ordering privileges and terminate providers who do 
not complete the recertification process. 

What is Recertification?
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• Anticipated Recertification Launch Date: Week of December 16, 2024

• Anticipated Due Date: Friday, February 14, 2025

• DO NOT WAIT until the last minute to complete the Recertification Process

• Allow ample time to complete the required EZIZ lessons and the online 
Recertification Form

• There will be separate Recertification forms for the LHD 317 and VFA 
Programs and providers enrolled in those programs will see a separate 
notification.

2025 VFC Recertification Timeline
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• Recertification is a multi-step process

• Prepare ahead of time by gathering 
information on the Recertification 
Worksheet

• The worksheet will contain all 
fields from the online 
Recertification Form

Recertification Process
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• All required EZIZ 
lessons are being 
updated this year.

• Allocate enough 
time for staff to 
complete all the 
required lessons

EZIZ Lessons
= Required Lesson
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Launch    

Monitoring Storage Unit 

Temperatures

Recertification 

Launch    

Conducting a Vaccine 
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Recertification 

Launch  
Encouraged Encouraged
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w
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Provider Operations 

Manual

Recertification 

Launch    

Vaccine Management 

Plan

Recertification 

Launch    
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• All required lessons are on the 
EZIZ website.

• If you have taken the lessons 
previously, click “RESET” on your 
EZIZ Learning History page to 
begin taking the updated lessons.

• IMPORTANT NOTE! Since 
myCAvax is connected to validate 
EZIZ training lessons, the User ID 
used to complete the EZIZ training 
lessons must match the email 
listed on the myCAvax program 
location account. Each key practice 
staff must have a unique email and 
EZIZ user ID.

EZIZ Learning History 
Page
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https://eziz.org/lms/login.php


• Who can access the 2025 VFC Recertification site?

• All active providers, including providers on hold, and providers that are 
suspended for all reasons except for mandatory corrective actions

• User Types: Primary, Backup, Additional and Organization Vaccine 
Coordinators can access the Recertification Form

• Who cannot access the 2025 Recertification site?
• Providers suspended for mandatory corrective actions

• Providers who never logged in to myCAvax and have no active users
• User Types: Provider of Record and Provider of Record Designee cannot 

access the online Recertification Form (unless they are one of the listed 
Vaccine Coordinators)

Recertification Access
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• If Recertification is not submitted by the deadline, program location account will be 
suspended

• When in suspended status, providers will not be able to:

• Submit a vaccine order

• Transfer in vaccines

• After several reminder and warning communications, providers who still have not Recertified 
will be terminated from the VFC Program

• To re-enroll in VFC, there may be a waiting period until the next Recertification cycle

• Termination from the VFC Program may affect a provider’s status in Medi-Cal

What Happens if Recertification is NOT 
Completed?
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• After going through the Recertification Form, the Provider of Record 
(POR) will receive an email to electronically sign the Provider Agreement 
and Program Provider Agreement Addendum through DocuSign. The 
Agreements must be signed for Recertification to be considered 
complete.

• If the POR did not receive the email, the VC can resend to them via the 
Recertification page on myCAvax.

• Most requirements have not changed.

• Updates to the Agreements include the following:

Provider Agreements

For providers that serve any non-VFC eligible population according to their 

provider profile: I agree to purchase and maintain a separate vaccine inventory 
to vaccinate my non-VFC eligible population. 

Report all VFC-supplied vaccine doses administered to an immunization registry (CAIR 

or RIDE/Healthy Futures) under the Registry ID for the corresponding provider PIN 
receiving vaccines; data must include all required VFC screening and administration 
elements. 

Order all ACIP-recommended vaccines (including flu, COVID-19, RSV and special-

order vaccines), and non-routine vaccines when indicated or requested, to meet the 

needs of the total VFC-eligible patient populations reported for the provider PIN.
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Recertification Resources
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myCAvax Recertification Demo



Completing VFC, VFA or LHD 317 
Recertification in myCAvax

Link to myCAvax recertification demo video
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https://mycavax.cdph.ca.gov/s/article/Recertifying-Vaccines-for-Children-Vaccines-for-Adults-VFA-and-LHD-317-Program-Locations


Resources 

Terisha Gamboa



Provider Resources on EZIZ
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Link to EZIZ Homepage

https://eziz.org/


• Flu and Respiratory Diseases

• COVID-19 Vaccines Resources

• RSV Immunization Resources

EZIZ Respiratory Diseases Pages
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RSV Immunization Recommendations

https://eziz.org/resources/flu-promo-materials/
https://eziz.org/resources/covid-vaccine/
https://eziz.org/administration/schedules-recs/rsv/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/RSV/RSVseasonImmunizationRecommendations.jpg


Fall-Winter Immunizations Guide for All Ages
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Fall-Winter IZ Guide | 

Spanish – NEW!

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1481.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1481S.pdf


English | Spanish - NEW!

Children's Flu & COVID-19 Vaccines Flyer/Poster
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ADA/IMM-1443.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1443S.pdf


• RSV Resources

• RSV FAQs

• COVID-19 Resources

• Prenatal Tdap Toolkit

Prenatal Care Provider Resources

Infographic on EZIZ
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https://eziz.org/administration/schedules-recs/rsv/
https://eziz.org/administration/schedules-recs/rsv-faqs/
https://eziz.org/resources/covid/
https://eziz.org/resources/pertussis-promo-materials/prenatal-tdap/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/Prenatal/PrenatalVaccinesInfographic.jpg


Patient Materials

40

English & Spanish

English & Spanish

Local health departments and clinical providers can order FREE copies using this form. 

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1146.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1146S.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-887.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-887S.pdf
https://warehouse.pacful.com/clients/cdph-gdsp-supply/PNS_Order_Form_clinicians3.html


California 
Immunization 
Coalition: 
ShotbyShot.org

London’s pertussis story

Graphical user interface, website

Description automatically generated

“I called my parents, and I said you guys need to 

get here soon; like, she's not okay...”

“I sat down on the bed, and I cried because I just had 

zero control over what was happening to London.”

Emily’s RSV story 

https://youtu.be/5MRCfxUeq8g
http://www.shotbyshot.org/stories/londons-story/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kcJfBriF6k
https://www.shotbyshot.org/stories/emilys-story-5/


2024–2025 Vaccine Products Guide

Flu Product ID Guide (IMM-859) ​

42

COVID-19 Vaccine Product Guide 2024 - 2025

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-859.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1399.pdf


COVID-19 Vaccine Timing 2024 – 2025
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Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Guide

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf


Meningococcal and Recommended Vaccines Flyer for College Students

Newest Resource for Meningococcal Vaccines!
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-688.pdf


2024-2025 Respiratory IZ Talking Points

• Use as reference for conversations, social 
media/digital messaging, and other 
communications.

Communication Resources for Respiratory Diseases IZ 
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/2024-25RespiratoryIZTalkingPoints.pdf


• Letter to Patients Template (Spanish included)

• Robocall Messages Template (Spanish included)

• Infant and Prenatal RSV Provider Letter and Robocall scripts (Spanish included)

Updated Provider Letter and Robocall Templates
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ProviderToPatientLetterTemplate.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ProviderRobocallMsgTemplate.pdf
http://eziz.org/assets/docs/PrenatalRSVRobocallsPortalScripts2024.docx


CDPH Office of Communications 
Fall-Winter Immunization Messaging
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Respiratory Virus 

Prevention
Flu & COVID-19 Vaccines Respiratory Syncytial 

Virus

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Virus-Prevention.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Virus-Prevention.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/my-turn-flu.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus.aspx


• Happening Now! December 2 - 6, 2024

• Let's highlight the importance of influenza vaccination! 
Remind everyone 6 months and older that there's still 
time to get a flu vaccine this season.

• See CDC's official NIVW Toolkit

2024 National Influenza Vaccination Week
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/php/nivw/index.html


"Immunizing for Two+: Enhancing Maternal Protection and 
Vaccine Uptake"

Presented by Dr. Neil Silverman

Tuesday, December 10, 2024

12pm-1pm

Register here!

Upcoming Webinar for Prenatal Care Providers 
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http://bit.ly/ACOGwebinar


Q&A

During today’s webinar, please click and 
open the Q&A icon to ask your questions so 

CDPH panelists and subject matter 
experts (SMEs) can respond.
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Special Thanks to Today's Presenters:

Louise McNitt, Christina Sapad, Terisha Gamboa

Webinar Planning & Support:

Billie Dawn Greenblatt, Charles Roberts, Blanca Corona, 

CDPH Subject Matter Experts

And thank YOU for joining CDPH for this VFC Afternoon TEAch webinar!



CDPH Immunization Updates for Providers

Next session: Friday, December 13, 2024

9:00 am – 10:30 am (PT)

(Updates occur every other Friday)

52

Upcoming Webinar Opportunities

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hYYQdL-zR5yMb27mvdpgQA
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