
Wednesday, February 2, 2022

California Department of Public Health

Vaccines for Children

Provider Webinar
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During today's session, please use the 

Q&A panel to ask your questions, so our 

subject matter experts can respond directly.

Q&A: VFC Provider Webinar



Housekeeping

Reminder to Panelists:

Please mute yourself when not speaking.

Please monitor the Q&A panel for questions you may be able to answer.

Reminder to Participants:

Today's session is being recorded. Access today's slides and archived presentations at: 

https://eziz.org/covid/education/
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https://eziz.org/covid/education/
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Agenda: Wednesday, February 2, 2022

No.​ Item​ Speaker​ Time (PM)​

1 Welcome Leslie Amani (Moderator)​ 12:30 – 12:35

2 Current State: COVID-19 Pandemic & Pediatric Vaccination Erica Pan, M.D., MPH (State Epidemiologist, CDPH) 12:35 – 12:50

3 Funding: Additional Opportunities Nisha Gandhi (CDPH) & Pearlie Beltran (PHC) 12:50 – 1:00

Poll

4 Become a COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Amy Lara (CDPH) 1:00 – 1:10

5 Storage & Handling: Simplified Guidelines Alan Hendrickson (CDPH) 1:10 – 1:15

6 FAQs: CA COVID-19 Vaccination Program Nisha Gandhi (CDPH) 1:15 – 1:20

Q&A and Discussion 1:20 – 1:25

7 Wrap-up Leslie Amani (Moderator) 1:25 – 1:30



Current State of COVID-19 
Pandemic & Pediatric 
Vaccination

Erica Pan, MD, MPH, FAAP

CDPH State Epidemiologist

Deputy Director, Center for Infectious Diseases

Clinical Professor, UCSF Pediatric Infectious Diseases
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Why Vaccinate Children Against COVID-19?
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COVID-19 is a Childhood Illness

7Infographic: COVID-19 is a Childhood Illness

• 4x more deaths than flu

• 11x higher risk of 

hospitalization for 

unvaccinated children

• Poorest neighborhoods are far 

behind

• 65% of kids not vaccinated

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1415-VFC.pdf
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Rates of Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths by Vaccination 
Status Among Ages 5-11 - November 3, 2021 to January 23, 
2022

2/2/2022
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COVID-19 and Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 
Children (MIS-C)
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• CDC Information about MIS-C,

• CDC COVID Data Tracker: MIS-C

• CDPH Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) Data

• Usually presents about 2-6 

weeks post COVID-19 

infection.

• >800 reported in CA to date

• ~1/2 previously healthy

• ~1/2 admitted to ICU

• Co-morbidities include obesity, 

lung disease, congenital heart 

disease or other malformation, 

seizures, or cancer

https://www.cdc.gov/mis/mis-c/hcp/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#mis-national-surveillance
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/MIS-C-Data.aspx
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MMWR (1/14/22): Effectiveness of BNT162b2 (Pfizer-BioNTech) mRNA Vaccination Against Multisystem 

Inflammatory Syndrome in Children Among Persons Aged 12-18 Years 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7102e1.htm


COVID-19 Vaccine and Booster Effectiveness in California

1/25/2022
• Vaccination status groups are mutually exclusive
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COVID-19 Vaccine are Safe for Children
Summary of VAERS findings-Reports after Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccination 

Among Children and Adolescents Ages 5-11 and Ages 12-15 Years

• Since authorization, 8.7 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine were 

administered to children ages 5-11 years, and 18.7 million doses to children and adolescents 

ages 12-15 years, in the United States.

• Regardless of age group, most reports (≥92%) were non-serious

◦ Distribution by sex, race, and ethnicity is similar between two age groups

◦ Most frequently reported adverse events (AEs) were known and well-characterized AEs associated 

with Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination, or consistent with vaccination errors or workup for 

myocarditis or MIS-C

◦ Reported myocarditis among children ages 5-11 years:

▪ Male predominance and mostly after dose 2, similar to older age groups

▪ Reporting rates for males ages 5-11-years substantially lower for males ages 12-17 years.

• CDC will continue monitoring COVID-19 vaccine safety among these age groups.

13Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) Meeting January 5, 2022

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2022-01-05/02-COVID-Su-508.pdf


14CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Safety in Children Aged 5-11 Years

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm705152a1.htm?s_cid=mm705152a1_w


Vaccine Equity Ages 5-to-11
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• 32% gap between Q4 and Q1 youth

• Q1 youth 1/3 less likely to be 

vaccinated than their Q4 counterparts

VEM/HPI Q4 vs Q1 Equity Gap 

67% of children aged 5-to-11 in 

California have yet to receive

1 dose of the COVID-19 vaccine as of January 31, 2022



Top 5 Reason to Get Kids Vaccinated
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• Unvaccinated children are at risk of getting COVID-19, + potential serious complications, 

and/or long-term impacts. 

• The vaccine is safe and effective, and no long-term problems have been seen for any 

vaccine.

• Getting those who are eligible vaccinated can help keep schools & communities safe.

• Getting them safely back to the classroom and their favorite afterschool activities

supports mental health & wellness. 

• Vaccines are safe, effective, and free

• Infographic 8x11

• Poster

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/15ThingsPoster8x11.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/15ThingsPoster.pdf


Role of Medical Practices in Pediatric Vaccination
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Percent of Doses Administered at a Medical Practice by 

Age Group and HPI Quartile
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5-to-11-year-olds are more 

likely to be vaccinated at a 

Medical Practice than the 

general population.

People living in Q4 

(healthier) areas are more 

likely to be vaccinated by a 

Medical Practice than 

people living in Q1 (less 

healthy) areas.



VFC Participation in COVID-19 Vaccination
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• Over half of all VFC providers are 

either not enrolled in MyCAVax or 

not administering

• 65% of VFC providers serving 

HPI Q1 and Q2 are not enrolled 

or not administering



VFC Providers are Needed

19

• Pfizer EUA authorization for children under 5 

could occur by the end of February or beginning 

of March

• California COVID-19 school vaccination 

requirement coming when FDA grants full 

approval for Pfizer vaccine for children under 16 

years of age.

The time for vaccinating children is now!

Infographic: COVID-19 is a Childhood Illness

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1415-VFC.pdf


Funding: Additional Opportunities
Nisha Gandhi, CDPH

Pearlie Beltran, PHC
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CalVaxGrant:
Vaccines for Children (VFC)

21February 2022



CalVaxGrant funds support Vaccines for Children (VFC) 

providers!

◦ VFC providers not enrolled in the COVID-19 Vaccine 

Program:

o $10,000 to support enrollment and launch 

◦ VFC providers enrolled in the COVID-19 Vaccine 

Program could be eligible for funding* by: 

o expanding vaccination operating hours

▪ days and times more convenient for working 

parents

CalVaxGrant – Vaccines for Children

22

*Amount TBD

PHC Website

https://www.phcdocs.org/


Poll: Additional Funding Opportunities  

23

1. If offered additional funding to expand operations to increase COVID-19 pediatric vaccination, 

how would your organization use it?

❑ Hire more staff

❑ Expand evening office hours

❑ Expand weekend office hours

❑ Expand Vaccine Storage Capacity (Purchase additional vaccine storage units or replace current 

unit to larger unit)

❑ Other 

2. If a new program awards grants to VFC Providers to expand operations to increase COVID-19 

pediatric vaccinations, I will apply.

❑ Yes

❑ No



Become a COVID-19 Vaccine Provider
Amy Lara, CDPH
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Enroll in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program Today!

With the expansion of COVID-19 vaccination for 5-11-year-olds, participation 

of VFC Providers in the California COVID-19 Vaccination Program is key to

increasing vaccine equity among your VFC patients.

Key reasons to enroll in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program:

• Reduces vaccination barriers to access!

• VFC Providers are already set up for proper storage and administration! Read more!

• Ultra-low freezers not required

• Pfizer now comes in smaller Standard Order sizes and is available through Small Orders

Your strong recommendation is one of the most important factors in 

your patients’ decision to get vaccinated!

25

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1383.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1339.pdf


Before You Enroll

✓Step 1: Review Program Requirements 

including CDC Provider Agreement

✓Step 2: Identify Responsible Officers & Key Staff 

✓Step 3: Enroll in your local Immunization 

Information System (IIS)

✓Step 4: Review Storage & Handling Guidelines

✓Step 5: Complete Required Training

✓Step 6: CDC Provider Agreement in myCAvax

Enrollment Kit 26

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1381.pdf


Section B: 
Provider Profile Information

Do Not Submit 

Enrollment Worksheet

Section A: 
Provider Requirements & Legal Agreement

CDC Provider Agreement Enrollment Worksheet

Provider Enrollment Worksheet 27

https://eziz.org/assets/other/IMM-1307.pdf


Complete Required Training 

• Providers and key practice staff who manage, handle, or 

administer COVID-19 vaccines must complete required 

training before enrolling:

o Additional key practice staff should access the COVID-19 Required 

Training website.

• Organization and Location Coordinators must complete the training in 

myCAvax.

28

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/COVID-19VaccineTraining.aspx


myCAvax Homepage

myCAvax Homepage 29

https://mycavax.cdph.ca.gov/s/


COVID-19 Provider Enrollment Onboarding

4. Organization Coordinator:  

Registers organization by creating an

account in myCAvax. Completes

required CDC/CDPH training in the

myCAvax system

6. Organization Coordinator:  

Invites Primary Location 

Coordinator to complete Section B 

for each location

9. CDPH:

Reviews and approves location  

application in ~3-5 business days

2. Organization Coordinator:  

Ensures your organization/practice

meets all program requirements

1. Organization/Practice:

Designate staff to complete Organization  

and Location Coordinator roles

8. Primary Location Coordinator:

Complete Section B: Enroll Provider Locations;

Primary Location Coordinator e-signs

7. Primary Location Coordinator:

Creates location application and complete 

required CDC/CDPH training in myCAvax

3. Ensure each location/practice 

is enrolled with their local IIS 

(CAIR2, RIDE, SDIR)

5. Organization Coordinator:  

Complete Section A: Enrolls

Provider Organization.

30

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1370.pdf
https://mycavax.cdph.ca.gov/s/login/
https://cairweb.org/covid/
http://www.myhealthyfutures.org/
http://www.sdiz.org/cair-sdir/index.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1369.pdf


Storage & Handling: Simplified Guidelines
Alan Hendrickson, CDPH
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No ULT 

Required!



Simplified Storage & Handling Guidelines

Pfizer pediatric (5-11 years, orange cap)

10 weeks at normal refrigerated temperature, 2° to 8°

• Cannot be stored a normal frozen temperatures

• Pharmaceutical grade refrigerator and a DDL

• Requires dilution but that's furnished

• 10 dose multidose vial but a 12 hours BUD at room 
temperature

• 100 dose minimum order from Pfizer

• 30 dose minimum order from Third-party Redistributor 
(TPR, AmerisourceBergen)
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Simplified Storage & Handling Guidelines

Pfizer (6 months - 4 years, maroon cap)

• 10 weeks at normal refrigerated temperature, 2° to 8°

• Cannot be stored a normal frozen temperatures

• Pharmaceutical grade refrigerator and a DDL

• Requires dilution but that's furnished

• 10 dose multidose vial but a 12 hours BUD at room temperature

• 100 dose minimum order from Pfizer

• 30 dose minimum order from Third-party Redistributor (TPR, 

AmerisourceBergen)

34
Pfizer and BioNTech Initiate Rolling Submission for Emergency Use Authorization of Their COVID-19 Vaccine in 

Children 6 Months Through 4 Years of Age Following Request From U.S. FDA

https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-initiate-rolling-submission-emergency
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-initiate-rolling-submission-emergency
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-initiate-rolling-submission-emergency
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-initiate-rolling-submission-emergency


Simplified Storage & Handling Guidelines

Storage and Handling Details

• Pfizer Information: https://www.cvdvaccine.com/

• EZIZ.org: https://eziz.org/covid/

• Or email Kate and Al:

• Kate McHugh, Kate.McHugh@cdph.ca.gov

• Al Hendrickson, Alan.Hendrickson@cdph.ca.gov

35

https://www.cvdvaccine.com/
https://eziz.org/covid/
mailto:Kate.McHugh@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:Alan.Hendrickson@cdph.ca.gov


FAQs: CA COVID-19 Vaccination Program 
Nisha Gandhi, CDPH

36



“I don’t have an ultra-low freezer.”

Great news—you don’t need one! All of the COVID 
vaccines can be stored in the refrigerator.

“I don’t have the storage capacity to hold many doses at a time.”

You can order as few as 30 doses at a time.

“Why can’t I order COVID vaccines through the VFC Program?”

The COVID-19 Vaccine Program is set up and is operated 
separately and has a different agreement that must be signed.

37



Poll: Enrollment COVID-19 Vaccine Program
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1. Are you interested in enrolling in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program?

❑ Yes

❑ No

❑ I am already enrolled
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During today's session, please use the 

Q&A panel to ask your questions so our 

subject matter experts can respond directly.

VFC Webinar Q&A



Wrap-up
Leslie Amani, CDPH
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Additional Support
Type of Support Description

COVID-19 Provider 

Call Center

The COVID-19 Call Center for Providers and Local Health Departments is dedicated to medical providers in California and 

their COVID-19 response, specifically addressing questions about State program requirements, enrollment, and vaccine 

distribution, including the Vaccine Marketplace.

• Email: covidcallcenter@cdph.ca.gov

• Phone: (833) 502-1245, Monday through Friday from 8AM–6PM

My Turn Clinic Help Desk For onboarding support (those in the process of onboarding): myturnonboarding@cdph.ca.gov

For technical support with My Turn Clinic for COVID-19 and flu vaccines: MyTurn.Clinic.HD@Accenture.com or

(833) 502-1245, option 4: Monday through Friday 7AM–7PM, Saturday and Sunday 8AM–1PM.

For job aids, demos, and training opportunities: flu at https://eziz.org/covid/myturn/flu/ and COVID at https://eziz.org/covid/myturn/

Dedicated staff provide up-to-date information and technical support on the myCAvax system.

• Email: myCAvax.HD@Accenture.com

• Phone: (833)-502-1245, option 3, Monday through Friday 7AM–7PM, Saturday and Sunday 8AM-1PM

For training opportunities: https://eziz.org/covid/education/

myCAvax Help Desk

For Provider enrollment support, please contact myCAvax Clinic Operations at

• Email: myCAvaxinfo@cdph.ca.gov

Updated 12.29.21

Archived 

Communications

For archived communications from the COVID-19 Provider Call Center about the California COVID-19 Vaccination Program 

visit

• Website: EZIZ Archived Communications

Enrollment Support

41

mailto:covidcallcenter@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:myturnonboarding@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:MyTurn.Clinic.HD@Accenture.com
https://eziz.org/covid/myturn/flu/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/eziz.org/covid/myturn/__;!!AvL6XA!ntfj6lRis_nJ-2Asossg8QwJzNVHaYtI6Z1Ca6JbWrfuQQboNo-OHxAwTPn5GGLIIBDUSg$
mailto:myCAvax.HD@Accenture.com
https://eziz.org/covid/education/
mailto:myCAvaxinfo@cdph.ca.gov
https://eziz.org/covid/communications/


Thank you! 

Upcoming Office Hours for Enrolled Providers:

• Provider Office Hours: Fridays, 9AM-10AM
◦ Register here

◦ Session password: Immunize!

• My Turn / myCAvax Office Hours: Mondays, 12PM-1PM
oRegister here

oSession Password: Immunize!
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hYYQdL-zR5yMb27mvdpgQA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9zFt1wCLT0-NV3G_xmHYpA

