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Agenda 
  

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
II. Recap last call 
 
III. Report back from local health departments 
 a. Reaching out to providers not recommending 
 Tdap 
 b. Creating list of county's Medi-Cal Managed Care 
 in-network pharmacies 
 c. Review of Resources: Prenatal Tdap Program 
 Letter & Prenatal Immunization Declination Form 
 
IV. Other resources available 

 
 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/individuals/Pages/MMCDHealthPlanDir.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/individuals/Pages/MMCDHealthPlanDir.aspx
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https://archive.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Documents/CDPH-DHCSletterPrenatalTdap.pdf
http://eziz.org/assets/docs/PrenatalTdapInfluenzaVaccineDeclinationForm.pdf


 

Housekeeping Rules  

• PLEASE don’t place us on hold 
 
• Please mute your line unless you 

want to speak up! 
o To mute your line, press * 6 
o To un-mute, press *6 
 

• Please interrupt us with questions, 
comments or concerns! 

 



 

Goal of the Workgroup 

• Objective: Gather tools and compile best 
practices to help meet the Immunization 
Program’s Scope of Work Activity  



 

  

Objective 6.1: Assist with the prevention, surveillance and 
control of vaccine preventable disease (VPD) within the 
jurisdiction. 

Local Health Department Scope of Work  

Required Activities: 
iv. Support investigation of infant pertussis cases.  
Inform LHD Maternal, Child and Adolescent Heath 
(MCAH) Program of each new infant case, and work 
together to contact the mother’s prenatal care 
provider to determine barriers to prenatal Tdap 
vaccination.  Follow up and assist the provider to 
meet the standard of care including providing strong 
recommendations for Tdap and a strong referral (if 
Tdap is not offered on-site).  



 

Recap from last call 

• Findings from LHD enhanced infant pertussis 
efforts  

• Summary of interviews with LHDs 

• Policies/Regulations that support Prenatal Tdap 

– Medi-Cal covers Tdap at pharmacies! 

– Pharmacists required to enter shots into registry & 
report back to physician within 14 days of admin.  

• SOW activity  

– Resources to implement SOW activity  

 



 

Findings 
Case-Mother Interviews (n=66/114) 

27 (41%) case-mothers received Tdap during pregnancy 
• 24 (89%) were vaccinated during their routine OB visit 

39 (59%) case-mothers did not receive Tdap during pregnancy 
• Many were vaccinated postpartum 

Why not vaccinated during pregnancy? Of the 33 case-mothers 
who responded: 

• 13 (39%) had vaccine misconceptions or were 
unable/unwilling to go to offsite location 

• 9 (27%) mothers refused due to personal beliefs 
• 8 (24%) never received a recommendation for Tdap 
• 2 (6%) were noncompliant w/ prenatal care 
• 1 (3%) had a valid contraindication 



 

I received a vaccine 
during my last 

pregnancy 

My other children 
already have Tdap 

I was told to wait 
by my provider 

because I was sick 

I had an adverse 
reaction as an 

infant 

I was too busy to 
go to the 

alternative site 

Findings 
Case-Mother Interviews 

I wanted to wait 
until after delivery 

Personal beliefs 



 

Tdap Contraindications 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-
recs/general-recs/contraindications.html 
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Question for LHDs: 

• Were you able to reach out to 
providers from the case series that 
were not recommending Tdap? 



 • Medi-Cal Fee for Service (FFS) and Medi-Cal 
Managed Care Health Plans (MCPs) cover ACIP-
recommended adult immunizations (including 
Tdap) at in-network pharmacies. 

• Medi-Cal Managed Care Health Plan Directory: 

– http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/individuals/Pages/MMCDHe
althPlanDir.aspx 

 

Medi-Cal Policy Supports Prenatal Tdap  
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Questions for LHDs: 

• Were you able create a list of your 
MCP’s in-network pharmacies? 

 
• What do you think would be the most 

useful ways to assist providers in your 
county with creating their own 
pharmacy referral lists?  
 



 
• Medi-Cal Provider Bulletin: Medi-Cal Focuses on 

Tdap for Pregnant Women 
– http://files.medi-cal.ca.gov/pubsdoco/bulletins/artfull/gm201501.asp#a8 

 

• CDPH/DHCS Tdap Program Letter 

– Make a strong recommendation 

– Make a strong referral 

 

Tdap Immunization Program 

https://archive.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Doc
uments/CDPH-DHCSletterPrenatalTdap.pdf 
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Prenatal Tdap/Flu Declination Form 

bit.do/izdeclinationform 

Helps prenatal care 
providers:  
• stress importance of their 

recommendation; 
• document immunization 

declination, as required by 
Medi-Cal; and 

• reinforce potential 
consequences of choosing 
not to get vaccinated 
 

http://eziz.org/assets/docs/PrenatalTdapInfluenzaVaccineDeclinationForm.pdf


 

Question for LHDs: 

• What are your thoughts on the 
prenatal Tdap Program Letter and/or 
declination form? 

 
• How can you help distribute the letter 

and/or declination form to providers 
in your jurisdiction? 



 

Prenatal Care Providers 
Medi-Cal FFS/Managed 
Care Health Plans 

Pregnant women 

Not stocking 

No strong referral 

No strong 
recommendation 

Low reimbursement rates 

Tdap included in 
capitation rate 

Refusing Tdap 

Low demand 

Low 
prenatal 
Tdap rates 

17 

Pharmacist 

Discomfort immunizing 
pregnant women 

Limited time for 
assessment 

• Lack of awareness  
• Access barriers  

Misinformation  

• No good follow-up systems  
• Lacking relationship with local 

immunizers 

• No routine monitoring of 
coverage  

• Lack of awareness of 
recommended guidelines   

• High start up costs, lack of 
vaccine storage and handling  

• Low reimbursement rates 

Less incentive to 
vaccinate 

• Medi-Cal rates limited 
by Medicare rates   

• Low admin fee 

Lack of policies to 
routinely immunize 
pregnant women 

Immunizations not 
top priority  



 

Pharmacists: Accomplishments and 
Ongoing Efforts 

1. Implement policies 
to support 
vaccination of 
pregnant women 

 

2. Make immunizations 
a priority  

 
 

  

 Exploring developing template 
letter from management (CIC) 

 

 Pharmacists’ toolkit including 
patient care process to IZ services 
and links to IZ resources 

 Presentation at yearly CA 
Pharmacists’ Association CE IZ 
update 

 Collaboration with Board of 
Pharmacy to disseminate IZ 
information 

 



 

Template letter 
for Pharmacists 



 

Resources 

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussi
s/pregnant/index.html 

www.eziz.org 



 

ACOG’s Antepartum Record  



 

Questions for LHDs: 

• Would you order a copy of the 
antepartum record from IZB ? 

 
• Could you purchase copies on your 

own?   
• http://sales.acog.org/Antepartum-Record-NCR-Version-P328.aspx 

 
• How would you distribute this 

updated version? 
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Tasks For LHDs 

• Review Tdap Contraindications 
• Review Tdap Tool Kits available: 

• ACOG : 
http://immunizationforwomen.org/providers/
resources/toolkits/tdap.php 

• San Diego: 
• http://www.sdiz.org/HealthcarePros/Tdap-

Toolkit2016.html 
• San Francisco: 

http://www.sfcdcp.org/tdaptoolkit.html 
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Questions? 

Rebeca Montealegre Boyte  
Rebeca.Boyte@cdph.ca.gov 

Anya Gutman 
Anya.Gutman@cdph.ca.gov 

Amber Christiansen  
Amber.Christiansen@cdph.ca.gov 
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