
Welcome to 

CDPH Immunization Branch 

Afternoon TEAch Webinar:

What’s New with COVID-19, Flu, and RSV?
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September 14, 2023

12:00PM – 1:00PM



Questions
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During today's webinar, please use the Q&A panel to 

ask your questions so CDPH subject matter experts 

can respond directly.

Resource links will be dropped into, “Chat”



Housekeeping

Reminder to Panelists:

      Please mute yourself when not speaking.

      Please monitor the Q&A panel for questions you may be able to answer.

Reminder to Attendees:

Today's session is being recorded. Access today's slides and archived presentations at: 

https://eziz.org/resources/afternoon-teach/.

If you have post-webinar questions, please email rachel.jacobs@cdph.ca.gov
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https://eziz.org/resources/afternoon-teach/
mailto:leslie.amani@cdph.ca.gov


Webinar Objectives:

By the end of the presentation, attendees should be able to:

• Describe the latest ACIP flu and RSV immunization 
recommendations.

• Understand the updated COVID-19 vaccine formulations and 
recommendations for children.

• Understand how COVID-19 vaccines will become part of the 
VFC Program.

• Identify relevant patient and provider education resources.
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No. Item Speaker(s) Time (PM)

1 Welcome Rachel Jacobs (CDPH) 12:00 – 12:03

2
Updates on COVID-19 Vaccine Formulation and 

Recommendations for Children
Samantha Johnston, MD, MPH (CDPH) 12:03 – 12:15

3 Updated CDC ACIP Recommendations for Flu and RSV Samantha Johnston, MD, MPH (CDPH) 12:15 – 12:25

4 Transition of COVID-19 Vaccines to VFC Program Claudia Aguiluz (CDPH) 12:25 – 12:35

5 VFC Flu Reports Claudia Aguiluz (CDPH) 12:35 – 12:40

6 Resources Terisha Gamboa, MPH (CDPH) 12:40 – 12:45

7 Questions & Answers CDPH Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) 12:45 – 1:00

Thank you!

Agenda: Thursday, September 14, 2023



Updates on COVID-19 Vaccine Formulation 
and Recommendations for Children
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Samantha Johnston, MD, MPH

Medical Officer, CDPH Immunization Branch
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ACIP presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

Weekly Population-Based Rates of COVID-19 Association 
Hospitalizations
March 2020 – August 26, 2023

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf
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ACIP presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

COVID-19 and Influenza-associated deaths in persons ages 19 years and 

younger (by underlying cause of death), by age and year

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf


2023-24 Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendation

• Everyone > 6 months should get an updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine.

• Updated formulation contains XBB.1.5 (Omicron subvariant) and are a better match for 

currently circulating COVID-19 strains.

• Vaccination remains the best protection against COVID-19-related hospitalization and 

death. Vaccination can also reduce the chance of suffering the effects of Long COVID.

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and hundreds of millions of people have safely received a 

COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S.

• Bivalent Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines are no longer authorized for use in 

the United States.

• Novavax COVID-19 2023-24 products are currently under review.

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines in the United States

Recommendation for the 2023-24 Formula of COVID-19 vaccines in the U.S.

FDA Press Release 9/11/23  | CDC Press Release 9/12/23 9

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#covid-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/media/169591/download
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-takes-action-updated-mrna-covid-19-vaccines-better-protect-against-currently-circulating
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/p0912-COVID-19-Vaccine.html


CDC ACIP Recommendations
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ACIP presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf


CDC ACIP Recommendations
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ACIP presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf


Which COVID-19 Vaccine is Recommended for an 
Unimmunized 5-year-old?

Those >5 years old 
are recommended to receive 
one dose of Moderna or Pfizer 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine.
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ACIP presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf


Which COVID-19 Vaccine is Recommended for a 
Previously Vaccinated 5-year-old?

Those >5 years old are 
recommended to receive one 
dose of Moderna or Pfizer 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine
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ACIP presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf


Updated CDC ACIP Recommendations 
for Flu and RSV
Samantha Johnston, MD, MPH

Medical Officer, CDPH Immunization Branch

14



Influenza Season: 2022-23 Burden Estimates

2022-2023 U.S. Flu Season: Preliminary In-Season Burden Estimates | CDC
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm


During the 2019-2020 season, nearly 52% of the U.S. 

population aged 6 months and older received an influenza 

vaccine and this PREVENTED an estimated:

6,300

deaths

Equivalent to saving 

about 17 lives per day 

over the course of a 

year

hospitalizations

105K

Enough people 

to fill both Oracle 

Park and the 

Oakland 

Coliseum

7.5M
illnesses

About the same 

as the population 

of the Bay Area

2019-20 Influenza Season: Burden Averted by 

Vaccination

Estimated Influenza Illnesses, Medical visits, and Hospitalizations Averted by Vaccination in the United 

States — 2019–2020 Influenza Season | CDC
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden-averted/2019-2020.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden-averted/2019-2020.htm


2023-24 Seasonal Influenza Recommendations

17

2023-24 CDC Influenza Vaccination Recommendations

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7202a1.htm?s_cid=rr7202a1_w


CDC 2023-24 Influenza Vaccine Guidance

Highlighted updates:

• 2023-24 Influenza Vaccine Composition

o All vaccines are quadrivalent

o All vaccines contain hemagglutinin derived from to two A and two B viruses

• People with egg allergy may receive any influenza vaccine (egg-based 

or non-egg based) that is appropriate for their age and health status; 

additional safety measures are no longer recommended
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Prevention and Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee 

on Immunization Practices — United States, 2023–24 Influenza Season

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7202a1.htm#:~:text=Those%20who%20have%20not%20previously,should%20be%20%E2%89%A54%20weeks.
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7202a1.htm#:~:text=Those%20who%20have%20not%20previously,should%20be%20%E2%89%A54%20weeks.


Vaccination of Children 6 months – 8 Years of Age

• All persons 6 months of age and older are recommended to 

get an annual influenza vaccine.

• Children younger than 5 years old–especially those younger 

than 2– are at higher risk of developing serious influenza-

related complications.

• Children 6 months to 8 years of age receiving their first 

influenza vaccine, or who have not previously received 2 or 

more doses, need two doses, given at least 4 weeks apart.

Influenza Vaccination: A Summary for Clinicians | CDC
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/symptoms.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/symptoms.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/children.htm#anchor_1577721999236
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/children.htm#anchor_1577721999236
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/children.htm#anchor_1577721999236
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/vaccination/vax-summary.htm


2023-24 CDC Influenza Vaccination Recommendations
20

Influenza Vaccine Dosing for Children Aged 6 Months Through 

8 Years

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7202a1.htm?s_cid=rr7202a1_w


Timing of Influenza Vaccination

• September and October are the best times for most people to get vaccinated

• Children who require 2 doses: 1st dose as soon as possible (including July/August).

• Children who require 1 dose: Consider July/August for this group, particularly as may 

represent an opportunity to vaccinate prior to start of school. 

• Most adults (especially >65 years) and those in 1st/2nd trimester: Avoid July/August 

vaccination unless vaccination later in the season won’t be possible. Wait until 

September/October.

• Pregnant women in 3rd trimester: Vaccinate in July/August as vaccination during 

pregnancy is associated with reduced risk for infant influenza.

2023-2024 CDC Flu Vaccination Recommendations Adopted | CDC
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/2022-2023/flu-vaccination-recommendations-adopted.htm#:~:text=Flu%20Vaccination%20Timing,most%20people%20to%20get%20vaccinated.


On 12/9/22, CDC reported:

• ~50% of flu hospitalizations in 
women of childbearing age 
have been in women who are 
pregnant.

• Concerningly, flu vaccination 
coverage among pregnant 
people is >10% lower than 2021 
and >20% lower than pre-
pandemic rates.

Pregnant People Hit Hard by Flu in 2022-2023 Season, While 
Vaccination Continues to Decrease

Flu, Tdap, and COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage Among Pregnant Women – United States, April 

2022 | FluVaxView | Seasonal Influenza (Flu) | CDC
22

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/2022-2023/pregnant-people-flu-vaccine.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/pregnant-women-apr2022.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/pregnant-women-apr2022.htm


Immunization During Pregnancy is Important

23



≥65-year Preferential Recommendation

• CDC continues to recommend that Adults aged ≥65 years should preferentially 

receive one of the following higher dose or adjuvanted influenza vaccines:

oQuadrivalent high-dose inactivated influenza vaccine (HD-IIV4),

oQuadrivalent recombinant influenza vaccine (RIV4), or

oQuadrivalent adjuvanted inactivated influenza vaccine (aIIV4).

• If none of these three vaccines is available at an opportunity for vaccine 

administration, then any other age-appropriate influenza vaccine should be used.

2023-24 CDC Influenza Vaccination Recommendations
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7202a1.htm?s_cid=rr7202a1_w


Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

• Affects all ages and 
usually causes mild upper 
respiratory tract 
symptoms

• In infants, young children 
and older adults, can 
result in severe lower 
respiratory tract disease
o Bronchiolitis

o Pneumonia

o Asthma, COPD, CHF 
exacerbations

CDC RSV Informational Page

CDC ACIP Meeting June 23, 2022 – Dr. Thornburg

CDC ACIP Meeting June 23, -Dr. Havers 25

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2022-06-22-23/02-RSV-Thornburg-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2022-06-22-23/04-RSV-Havers-508.pdf


RSV Disease Burden in Infants

• 600 infants <12 months 

• 81% had no underlying medical 
conditions

• 71% were NOT born premature

• 24% required mechanical 
ventilation

• 4 infants required ECMO

• 2 infants died

Halasa et al JAMA network Open August 2023
26

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2808356


CDC Health Alert Network (HAN)  | Increased RSV activity
27

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00498.asp


RSV Prevention Products

Adults >60 years

• AREXVY (GSK): vaccine

Infants and Young Children

• Nirsevimab (Beyfortus™): monoclonal 
antibody for all infants and high-
risk young children

• Palivizumab (Synagis™): monoclonal 
antibody for high-risk infants and young 
children

Adults >60 years and 32-36 weeks pregnant*

• ABRYSVO (Pfizer): vaccine

*August 21, 2023, the FDA approved Abrysvo for pregnant individuals to prevent lower respiratory tract 

disease caused by RSV in infants from birth through 6 months of age. ACIP expected to issue 

recommendations in the coming weeks.

9/22/23           

 ACIP meets to 

discuss maternal 

RSV vaccine

28



Efficacy of RSV Vaccines

Product Age Reduction in RSV-

associated LRTD

Reduction in severe 

RSV-associated LRTD

RSVPreF3 (Arexvy, GSK) Adults >60 years 82.6%  *with signs/symptoms 

including cough, sputum and 

difficulty breathing

RSVPreF (Abrysvo, Pfizer) Adults >60 years 85.7% * with >3 symptoms

RSVPreF (Abrysvo, Pfizer)
When given 32-36 weeks gestation

Infants <90 days old 34.7% 91.1%

RSVPreF (Abrysvo, Pfizer)
When given 32-36 weeks gestation

Infants <180 days old 57.3% 76.5%

FDA Approves First Vaccine for Pregnant Individuals to 

Prevent RSV in Infants | FDA

*August 21, 2023, the FDA approved Abrysvo for pregnant individuals to prevent lower respiratory tract disease caused by RSV in infants from birth through 6 

months of age. 

ACIP expected to issue recommendations in the coming weeks. 

ABRYSVO | FDA AREXVY | FDA
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https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-vaccine-pregnant-individuals-prevent-rsv-infants
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-vaccine-pregnant-individuals-prevent-rsv-infants
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/abrysvo
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/arexvy


CDC ACIP and AAP recommend Nirsevimab

• All infants aged < 8 months born during or entering their first RSV season, 
including those recommended by the AAP to receive palivizumab.

• Infants and children aged 8-19 months who are at increased risk of severe 
RSV disease and entering their second RSV season, including those 
recommended by AAP to receive palivizumab.

RSV ACIP Vaccine Recommendations | CDC

ACIP and AAP Recommendations for Nirsevimab

ACIP: Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices

AAP: American Academy of Pediatricians
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/rsv.html
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/25379/ACIP-and-AAP-Recommendations-for-Nirsevimab?autologincheck=redirected


Nirsevimab (Beyfortus™)

• Monoclonal antibody that is a passive immunization

• A single dose is administered shortly before or during RSV 
season.

• Protection is expected to last at least 5 months, about the 
length of an RSV season

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org)

Weight/Indication Dose Route

<5 kg 50 mg Intramuscular

>5 kg 100 mg Intramuscular

Second RSV 

season

200 mg (2 x 

100mg injections)

Intramuscular

31

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/


Nirsevimab (Beyfortus™)

• Contraindications: history of serious hypersensitivity reactions, including 

anaphylaxis, to nirsevimab or to any of its components. 

• Illness or febrile diseases are not contraindications to receiving 

nirsevimab. 

• CDC General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunizations

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org)
32

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/


Nirsevimab: Timing of Administration

• Infants born shortly before and during the RSV season should receive nirsevimab 

within the first week of life, including in hospital settings.

• Currently, few hospitals participate in the VFC program, thus coordination 

between birth hospitals and the medical home is important to timely 

administration of nirsevimab.

• “Shortly before the RSV season” in most US states means 

administration   October 1 - March 31. 

• Epidemiology varies, providers can adjust scheduled based on local RSV activity. 

Data are available at the National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance 

System.

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org)

33

https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/rsv/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/rsv/index.html
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/


Nirsevimab: 8 to19 Month Old Eligibility Criteria

• Chronic lung disease (CLD) of prematurity who required medical support during 

the 6 months (diuretics, oxygen, chronic steroids) before the start of RSV 

season.

• Severe immunocompromise

• Cystic fibrosis who have either 1) severe lung disease or 2) weight for length 

<10%

• American Indian and Alaska Native children (this group is newly recommended in 

contrast to current palivizumab recommendations).

• Detailed information on palivizumab eligibility can be found in AAP Red Book and 

the 2014 guidance for palivizumab for RSV prophylaxis.

Respiratory Syncytial Virus | Red Book: 2021–2024

Updated Guidance for Palivizumab RSV Prophylaxis | American Academy of Pediatrics (aap.org)

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org)

34

https://publications.aap.org/redbook/book/347/chapter-abstract/5755493/Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/134/2/415/33013/Updated-Guidance-for-Palivizumab-Prophylaxis-Among
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/book/347/chapter-abstract/5755493/Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/134/2/415/33013/Updated-Guidance-for-Palivizumab-Prophylaxis-Among
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/


Alaska Native and American Indian Eligibility:  
Nirsevimab vs. Palivizumab 

Nirsevimab: 

American Indian and Alaska Native children aged 8-19 months are eligible to receive a dose of nirsevimab 

in their second RSV season (note that this is a new group for whom second-season prophylaxis is 

recommended in contrast to the current palivizumab recommendations).

Respiratory Syncytial Virus | Red Book: 2021–2024

Updated Guidance for Palivizumab RSV Prophylaxis | American Academy of Pediatrics 

(aap.org)

Palivizumab:

Limited information is available concerning the burden of RSV disease for other American Indian 

populations. However, local assessment of the cost-benefit, as occurs for Alaska Native and 

Navajo/White Mountain Apache populations, may be prudent for other American Indian populations. If 

local data supports a high burden of RSV disease in select American Indian populations, selection of 

infants eligible for prophylaxis may differ from the remainder of the United States for infants for their first 

RSV season.
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https://publications.aap.org/redbook/book/347/chapter-abstract/5755493/Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/134/2/415/33013/Updated-Guidance-for-Palivizumab-Prophylaxis-Among
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/134/2/415/33013/Updated-Guidance-for-Palivizumab-Prophylaxis-Among


FAQ #1: What if Nirsevimab is not Available for my 
High-Risk Patient?

• If nirsevimab is not available and the child is eligible to receive palivizumab, then 

palivizumab may be administered.

• If < 5 doses of palivizumab are administered and nirsevimab becomes available, 

the child should receive 1 dose of nirsevimab. 

• The recommended minimum interval between palivizumab and nirsevimab is 30 

days.

• No further palivizumab should be administered following receipt of nirsevimab.

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org)
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https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/


FAQ #2: Should I Recall Patients who will be less 
than 8 Months of Age at the Start of RSV Season?

• Yes.

• Healthy infants become ineligible for nirsevimab at 8 months. To realize the full 

benefits of nirsevimab during the 2023-2024 season, it is recommended that age 

eligible infants be recalled at the start of the RSV season, before they become 

ineligible based on age.

• Reminder and recall tools are available through the AAP. 

• Nirsevimab may be administered as part of a health maintenance visit or as part 

of a separate visit.

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org)

37

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/implementing-immunization-administration-in-your-practice/reminder-and-recall-strategies/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/


RSV Vaccine Recommendations: Older Adults

• For the 2023–24 season, adults aged ≥60 years may receive a single dose of an 

RSV vaccine, using shared clinical decision-making.

o RSV Vaccination for Adults 60 Years and Older (cdc.gov)

o Frequently Asked Questions About RSV Vaccine for Adults | CDC

• Coadministration of RSV vaccines with other adult vaccines during the same visit 

is acceptable.

• Full recommendations: Adult RSV ACIP Vaccine Recommendations | CDC

Adult RSV ACIP Vaccine Recommendations | CDC
38

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/downloads/provider-job-aid-for-older-adults-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/hcp/older-adults-faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/rsv.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/rsv.html


Adults Who May Be At Higher Risk of RSV Disease Include 
Persons With: 

CDC ACIP meeting June 21, 2023 - Dr. Britton 

CDC: RSV for Healthcare Providers
39

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-06-21-23/07-RSV-Adults-Britton-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/clinical/index.html


Coadministration

40



Coadministration of Nirsevimab with Other Childhood 
Vaccines

Use of Nirsevimab for the Prevention of Respiratory 

Syncytial Virus Disease Among Infants and Young 

Children

ACIP and AAP Recommendations for 

Nirsevimab

Nirsevimab Frequently Asked Questions (aap.org) 41

Coadministration with routine childhood vaccines

• In accordance with the CDC’s general best practices for immunizations, simultaneous 

administration of nirsevimab with age-appropriate vaccines is recommended.

• In clinical trials, when nirsevimab was administered concomitantly with routine childhood 

vaccines, the safety and reactogenicity profile of the concomitantly administered regimen was 

similar to the childhood vaccines administered alone.

• When concomitantly administered, nirsevimab is not expected to interfere with the immune 

response to other vaccines.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm#B1_down%20and%20AAP%20FAQ%20https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm#B1_down%20and%20AAP%20FAQ%20https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm#B1_down%20and%20AAP%20FAQ%20https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/25379/ACIP-and-AAP-Recommendations-for-Nirsevimab?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/
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ACIP Presentation Sept 12, 2023 - Dr. Wallace

COVID-19 Vaccine Coadministration Tips

COVID-19 Vaccine Coadministration Tips

Coadministration of COVID-19 Vaccine 

and Other Vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/11-COVID-Wallace-508.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1389.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1389.pdf


Transition of COVID-19 Vaccines to VFC 
Program

43

Claudia Aguiluz 

VFC Program Section Chief, CDPH Immunization Branch



COVID-19 Vaccines Addition to VFC Program
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Commercialization Definition

Commercialization is the transition of COVID-19 medical 
countermeasures, including vaccines, treatments, and test kits 
previously purchased by the U.S. Government (USG), to 
established pathways of procurement (commercial market), 
distribution, and payment by both public and private payers.

45



COVID-19 Vaccine Transition to Commercialization  

Vaccine availability for pediatric and adult 

populations to follow current models for non-COVID-

19 vaccines upon COVID-19 Commercialization, 

post sunset of the USG COVID-19 Program.

Pediatric populations: 

• Vaccines will be made available through the 

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program for eligible 

children under 19 years of age. 

• Vaccines for privately insured patients will be 

purchased following similar established 

mechanisms in healthcare for non-COVID-19 

vaccines. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine 
Transition to 
Commercialization 

California's Vaccine For Children 

(VFC) Program 

• 55% of CA children under 19 years 

of age (6.1M) are eligible to receive 

VFC supplied vaccines

• CA’s program represents 

approximately 10% of the nation’s 

provider participation-with over 3,500 

active provider sites throughout the 

state

• Distributes over 9M doses of 

pediatric vaccines annually

47



COVID-19 Vaccines Addition to VFC Program

• COVID-19 vaccine is already a routinely 

recommended ACIP* vaccine, and has 

been officially voted into the VFC** 

Program

• It is expected that ordering and 

availability for this vaccine, via routine 

VFC Program ordering processes, will 

occur upon FDA approval of an 

updated monovalent COVID-19 

vaccine, ACIP vote, CDC 

recommendation, AND available 

vaccine supply (Allocations). 
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*Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices-CDC 

**Vaccines for Children



COVID-19 Vaccines Transitioning to the VFC Program: 
What Will Change?

• The current COVID-19 vaccine Provider Participation Agreement is no longer 

valid.

• All current VFC program requirements are applicable to COVID-19 vaccines. 

• Vaccine ordering, vaccine distribution, inventory management and reporting, 

vaccine transfer policies, etc. to follow VFC Program guidelines.

• Participating providers are expected to ensure adequate vaccine supply for VFC 

and non-VFC eligible populations.

• No Redistribution of VFC supplied vaccines allowed.

• No reporting of inventory to VaccineFinder!

• Vaccines will no longer ship with ancillary kits.
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ACIP Presentation 9/12/2023- COVID-19 Vaccine Implementation (cdc.gov)

COVID-19 Vaccines Transitioning to the VFC Program: 
What Will Change?

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-09-12/12-COVID-Peacock-508.pdf


Anticipated COVID-19 Vaccine Products in VFC

*Not yet available through VFC. ^ Products approved for emergency use (under EUA)
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All COVID-19 Products will be Offered to California VFC 
Providers for Ordering, as Supply Permits

Vaccine Group Vaccine Name Min Order Qty NDC

COVID

(6 months - 4 years)^

(Pfizer) 3 Dose Vial – 30 doses/10 Vials Per Box 30 doses 59267-4315-02

COVID

(6 months - 11 

years)^

(Moderna) Single Dose Vials - 10 Per Box* 10 doses 80777-0287-92

COVID

(5 years - 11 years)^

(Pfizer) Single Dose Vials - 10 Per Box 10 doses 59267-4331-02

COVID

(12 years - 18 years)

Comirnaty (Pfizer) Single Dose Vials - 10 Per Box

Novavax 5 Dose Vial – 10 doses/2 Vials Per Box*

Spikevax (Moderna) Single Dose Vials - 10 Per 

Box

10 doses

10 doses

10 doses

00069-2362-10

80631-0105-02

80777-0102-95

*Not yet available through VFC. Moderna’s pediatric presentation for children 6m-11y and Novavax’s 
presentation for children will be available for ordering at a future date.

^ Products approved for emergency use (under EUA)
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Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine Ordering 

• VFC COVID-19 Vaccine is anticipated 

to be available the week of 9/18/2023.

• VFC providers will order COVID-19 

vaccine using the same order process 

they do for all other routine vaccines 

on the VFC order form of your 

MyVFCVaccines account. 

• VFC Providers do NOT need to enroll 

in myCAvax.

• A new section for COVID-19 vaccines 

has been added to VFC’s order Form.

• Products are grouped by Age to 

facilitate ordering.
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https://eziz.org/myvfcvaccines/


VFC Ordering Expectations

• As agreed upon during initial enrollment and recertification, all actively enrolled VFC 

Providers must “order all ACIP-recommended vaccines (including flu and special-order 

vaccines) to meet the needs of the total VFC-eligible patient populations reported for the 

VFC PIN” (Provider Agreement Addendum 8A). 

• Enrolled VFC Providers will be expected to order COVID-19 vaccines for all their VFC-

eligible patients.

• VFC Providers who have not historically ordered VFC Vaccines but want to only order 

COVID-19 vaccines cannot do so. They are also expected to order all other routine 

vaccines for their VFC-eligible patients.
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Initial COVID-19 Vaccine Orders

• Providers can place supplemental orders for COVID-19 vaccine even if it is not yet time for their 

routine order. 

• No need to list prior formulations of COVID-19 vaccine as part of the VFC on-hand inventory

o Previous Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 vaccines for Pfizer and Moderna have now been 

deauthorized following authorization of updated COVID-19 vaccines.

o Old formulations should be wasted following local regulations and practice protocols for 

disposing of regulated medical waste. 

• Providers may submit COVID-19 ordering on a monthly frequency

IMPORTANT: Providers that would like to receive COVID-19 

vaccines from VFC must be enrolled in the program and receive 

vaccines directly. No redistribution of VFC supplied vaccines is 

allowed.
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Vaccine Shipments & Deliveries

• Vaccine Shipments
oModerna and Novavax vaccines will be shipped by McKesson.

▪ COVID-19 vaccine orders will follow same shipping timelines for routine vaccines 
(shipping approximately within 3 days of order receipt at McKesson).

• Moderna (SPIKEVAX®) vaccine ships frozen between -50°C and -15°C (-58°F and 
5°F).

• •Novavax vaccine ships like other routine refrigerated vaccines at temperatures 
between 2° to 8°C (36° to 46°F).

o Pfizer vaccines will ship directly from Pfizer (Direct Ship Vaccines).

• Will be shipped on dry ice on ultra low temperature conditions.

▪ CDC contract stipulates vaccines must be delivered within 15 days of order receipt by 
CDC.

▪ For vaccines with diluent (6m-4y) diluent will be shipped separately and will arrive at 
the same time of before vaccines arrive.
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Vaccine Storage Space

When ordering, ensure that you have enough vaccine 

storage space to accommodate your routine VFC 

vaccines, flu vaccine, private-purchase vaccines and 

COVID vaccines. And soon to come RSV vaccines!

Monitor vaccine storage units regularly and purchase 

additional storage units if capacity cannot 

accommodate the inventory in a manner consistent 

with VFC Program requirements (Provider Agreement 

Addendum 13G).

Setting Up Vaccine Storage Units
57

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-963.pdf


Vaccine Management

• Unlike the previous US Government COVID-19 Vaccine Program, wasted, spoiled, and 

expired COVID-19 doses must be reported to VFC. 

• Expired/spoiled vaccines must be returned to McKesson. Wasted doses should be wasted 

following local regulations and practice protocols for the disposal of regulated medical 

waste.

• Just like with all other routine VFC vaccines, VFC providers will be required to account for 

all COVID-19 vaccine doses ordered on their MyVFCVaccines account, including reporting 

on-hand inventory, and doses administered. 
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https://eziz.org/myvfcvaccines/


Provider 
Resources and 

Communications

COVID-19 VFC Program Letter 

Coming soon!

Updated version coming 

soon!

Provider Resources and Communications

COVID-19 Vaccine Resources

https://eziz.org/resources/covid-vaccine/


60

Claudia Aguiluz 

VFC Program Section Chief, CDPH Immunization Branch

VFC Flu Reports: 2023-2024



Expanded VFC Flu Reports Coming this Fall

• AB 1797 requires all providers to enter 

immunizations administered into the immunization 

registry (CAIR or RIDE). 

• This fall, we are expanding our VFC provider flu 

reports to include number of flu doses administered 

reported in CAIR.

• As with previous reports, flu vaccine goal and % of 

target met will still be based on vaccine ordering.

• Use this opportunity to compare flu doses 

administered in your myVCFvaccines.org account 

and CAIR and review the tips on the report. 
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CAIR/Pages/AB1797-Registry-FAQs.aspx


Expanded VFC Flu Reports 
Coming this Fall

You will be able to access your VFC 

2023 Flu progress Reports, previous 

year's reports, and other awareness 

reports, such as the COVID Awareness 

Card for your practice in the main page 

of your myVFCVaccines account!
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Additional Resources for Providers
Terisha Gamboa, MPH

Health Educator, CDPH Immunization Branch
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CDPH Resources
Updated Flu, COVID-19, RSV Job Aids

• Pediatric/Adult Influenza Vaccine Guide (IMM-859)

• VFC Flu Usage Log (IMM-1053F) 

• Block Timing Schedule (IMM-395) | Spanish
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Block Timing Schedule (IMM-395) Pediatric/Adult Flu Vaccine Guide (IMM-859) VFC Flu Usage Log (IMM-1053F) 

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-859.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1053F.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ADA/IMM-395.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ADA/IMM-395S.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ADA/IMM-395.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-859.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1053F.pdf


CDPH Resources cont.
Additional Updated Job Aids

• Pneumococcal Timing Guide for Children 

(IMM-1159) – will be posted soon!

• Vaccine Fact sheets 

• MenACWY (IMM-1064)

• Pneumococcal Conjugate (IMM -1451) 

– coming soon!
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MenACWY (IMM-1064)

Pneumococcal Timing Guide for 
Children (IMM-1159) 

https://eziz.org/resources/vaccinefactsheets/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1064.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1064.pdf


CDPH Resources cont.
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Provider Resources

• COVID-19 Clinical Talking Points for Providers (IMM-1431)

• VFC Flu Vaccine Page (EZIZ)

Promotional Materials

• Who needs a flu vaccine? poster (IMM-782)

• Flu & Respiratory Disease Materials (EZIZ)

Vaccine Communication Toolkits

• Don’t Wait Vaccinate Toolkit (CDPH)

• Fight Flu. Get Vaccinated Toolkit (CDPH)

• Don’t Wait Vaccinate Flu Toolkit (CIC)

Who needs flu and COVID-19 vaccines? poster 

(IMM-782)

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1431.pdf
https://eziz.org/resources/flu-vaccine/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-782.pdf
https://eziz.org/resources/flu-promo-materials/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Don%E2%80%99t-Wait-Vaccinate.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/my-turn-flu.aspx
https://www.immunizeca.org/dontwaitvaccinate/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-782.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-782.pdf
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Protect yourself from COVID-19, flu, and RSV

CDC Respiratory Viruses page 

• CDC recommends that everyone 6 months and 

older stay up to date on COVID-19 vaccines and 

receive a seasonal flu vaccine.

• If you are 60 years and older, talk to your 

healthcare provider to see if RSV vaccination is 

right for you.

• CDC also recommends nirsevimab for all infants 

younger than 8 months who are born during or 

entering their first RSV season, as well as older 

babies 8 to 19 months old including AIAN children.

• Up-to-date COVID-19 resources (CDC) – updated 

on 9/12!

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/index.html#:~:text=CDC%20recommends%20that%20all%20people,vaccination%20is%20right%20for%20you.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/flushot.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/p0912-COVID-19-Vaccine.html
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Updated FDA Materials

• Moderna and Pfizer:

o Fact Sheet for Recipient and Caregivers

o Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers

o Dear Healthcare Provider Letters

FDA Resources for the Fall Respiratory Illness Season

https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/coronavirus-covid-19-cber-regulated-biologics/moderna-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/coronavirus-covid-19-cber-regulated-biologics/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/fallvaccines
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General Resources

• Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule (ACIP)

• Vaccines by age (0-18 years) (CDC)

Flu Resources

• Flu Communications Resources Toolkit (CDC)

RSV resources 

• RSV Immunizations General Info Page (CDC) 

• RSV FAQs (CDC)

• American Academy of Pediatrics FAQs on RSV (AAP)

• Emily’s Story on Shotbyshot.org

Campaigns

• Let’s Rise Campaign for Routine Immunizations (CDC)

Upcoming Webinars: Immunization and Training Webinar on RSV in Infants - September 27 (CDC)

Additional Partner Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/by-age/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/resource-center/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/hcp/older-adults-faqs.html
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-prevention/nirsevimab-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.shotbyshot.org/stories/emilys-story-5/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/partners/routine-immunizations-lets-rise.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/ciiw/


AB 1797 Resources

• FAQs page

• Short video highlighting benefits of using CAIR

• Doses administered report

o See CAIR user guides to enter doses 

correctly
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AB 1797 Communication Flyer

Please ensure you are entering all doses 

administered into the Immunization Registry 

(CAIR or RIDE). All newly recommended 

immunizations, including monoclonal antibodies, 

need to be submitted to the registry. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CAIR/Pages/AB1797-Registry-FAQs.aspx
https://video214.com/play/pp4B091Bm8r7jCaJLDS0yA/s/dark
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CAIR/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CAIR2_Regular_User_Guide.pdf#page=42
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CAIR/Pages/CAIR-Training-Guides.aspx
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1455.pdf


Digital Vaccine Record 
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DVR Fact Sheet Spanish Version

• To access their DVR, patients should 

visit the Digital Vaccine Record (DVR) 

portal (myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov) 

• Flyers are also available in 

Arabic, Simplified 

Chinese and Traditional 

Chinese, Korean, Tagalog and

Vietnamese.

• The DVR request form is also available 

in the languages listed above to support 

easy communication. Records are also 

printable in these languages! See 

our DVR FAQs for more information.

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461S.pdf
https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov/
https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461AR.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461SCH.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461SCH.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461TCH.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461TCH.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461KO.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461TA.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/CAIR/IMM-1461VI.pdf
https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov/faq


Questions
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During today's webinar, please use the Q&A panel to 

ask your questions so CDPH subject matter experts 

can respond directly.

Resource links will be dropped into, “Chat”



Stay informed!
Provider Resources on eziz.org
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EZIZ COVID-19 Resources

Immunization Branch Listserv Emails Sign-Up

https://eziz.org/covid/
https://eziz.org/resources/covid-vaccine/
https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/ImmunizationBranch/registration/


Upcoming COVID-19 Crucial Conversations Webinar
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Topic: Talking with Patients about the Updated COVID-19 

Vaccine

Description: Learn conversation methodologies for effectively 

talking with patients about the updated 2023-2024 monovalent 

COVID-19 vaccine.

Speaker: Dr. Alex McDonald, cofounder of #ThisIsOurShot

When: Wednesday, September 27 at 12:00PM - 1:00PM PT

Register here!

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Her3-iRbQKeiTJafzqW40Q


Weekly Provider Webinar
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Friday

Weekly Provider Webinar

Next session: Friday, September 22, 9AM-10:30AM

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hYYQdL-zR5yMb27mvdpgQA
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Thank you for joining CDPH for Afternoon 

TEAch!

Special Thanks to

Today's Presenters:

Samantha Johnston, MD, MPH

Claudia Aguiluz

Terisha Gamboa, MPH 
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